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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 


ELECTION OF DELEGATES. 


PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR. , 


WueEREAS, The Territory of Wyoming-has the popu- 
lation, material resources, public intelligence and morality 
necessary to ensure a stable local government therein ; 
. and l i 

Wuereas, It has never been deemed a violation of 
their duties as loyal citizens of the United States, for 
the people of a Territory to form for themselves a Consti- 
tution and State government and to apply to Congress for 
admission to statehood ; and 

WHEREAS, On the 27th day of February, 1889, a bill 
with amendments entitled ‘A bill to provide for the form- 
ation and admission into the Union of the State of Wyo- 
ming, and for other purposes,” was favorably reported to 

the Senate of the United States by the committee on Ter- 
ritories ; and a bill providing, among other things, for the 
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2 PROCLAMATION. 


admission of the proposed State of Wyoming, having 
been reported favorably to the House of Representatives 
by a like committee; and many members of the House. 
.and Senate having expressed opinions favorable to such 
admission ; and it thus being made evident that Congress 
is disposed to admit Wyoming as a State whenever a 
suitable constitution is adopted and a State government is 
formed preparatory to admission; and 


WHEREAS, By the general expression of the citizens 
thereof, the Executive is convinced that a very large 
majority of the people of Wyoming are desirous of form- . 
ing for themselves a Constitution and State government, 
and of being admitted into the Union, and of exercising 
the rights and privileges guaranteed to a free and loyal 
people under the Constitution of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners of 
several Counties in the Territory have, by resolution, re- 
quested the Governor to call a constitutional convention, 
and have requested the Governor, Chief Justice and Sec- 
retary of the Territory to divide the Territory into dele- 
gate districts, to apportion the number of delegates among 
the several districts, and to do such other acts as may be 
necessary for the convening of such constitutional conven- 
tion in the manner and form provided by the terms of the 
said Senate bill; and 

. WHEREAS, The Governor, Chief Justice ‘and Secre- 
tary of the Territory, on this third day of June, 1889, 
did convene at the Capitol in the City of Cheyenne, and 
did apportion the number of delegates among the several 
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districts so established, upon the basis of the vote cast 
for Delegate in Congress at the last general election, as 
follows, to-wit: 

, 1. The County of Laramie shall constitute the First 
District and shall elect eleven delegates. 

2. The County of Albany shall constitute the: Sec- 

ond District and shall elect eight delegates. 
> 3. The County of Carbon shall constitute the Third 
District and shall elect eight delegates. 
4. The County of Sweetwater shall constitute the 
Fourth District and shall elect five delegates. 

5. The County of Uinta shall constitute the Fifth 
District and shall elect six delegates. 

6. The County of Fremont shall constitute the Sixth 
District and shall elect three delegates. 

7. The County of Sheridan shall constitute the Sev- 
enth District and shall elect three delegates. 

8. The County of Johnson shall constitute. the 
Eighth District and shall elect three delegates. 

| 9. The County of Crook shall constitute the Ninth — 
District and shall elect four delegates. 

10. The County of Converse shall constitute the 
Tenth District and shall elect four delegates. 

Now THEREFORE, recognizing the superior and ma- 
terial advantages of a State government over our Terri- 
torial system, and being desirous of carrying into effect 
the will of the people, I, Francis E. Warren, Governor of 
the Territory of Wyoming, do issue this, my proclama- 
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tion to the people of the Territory, recommending that 

they take such action on their part as may be necessary 

to secure the admission of Wyoming into the Union of 

_ States; and for this purpose I direct that an election be 

held throughout the Territory, on the second Monday of 

July, 1889, for the election of delegates to a constitutional - 
convention to convene at Cheyenne, the capital of the 

Territory, at twelve o’clock noon of the first Monday of 

September, 1889, for the purpose of framing a constitu" 
‘tion for the State of Wyoming, and for the purpose of 

submitting such constitution to the people thereof, for their 

ratification or rejection. 


I suggest that, in organizing a State government 
preparatory to admission, the provisions of the aforesaid 
Senate bill should be followed, as nearly as may be pos- 
sible; and in pursuance thereof the following recom- 


mendations are hereby made: 


_ First. The number of delegates to such constitu- 
tional convention shall be fifty-five, apportioned among 
the several districts as hereinbefore set forth. 


Second. The delegates apportioned to each district l 
shall be elected exclusively in that district. 


Third. Persons who are qualified by the laws of the 
Territory to. vote for representatives to the legislative 
assembly thereof are hereby authorized to vote for and 
choose delegates to such constitutional convention. 


Fourth. The qualifications for delegates to such 
constitutional convention shall be such as, by the laws of 
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PROCLAMATION. 8. 
the Territory, persons are required to possess to be elig- — 
ible to the legislative assembly thereof. 

Fifth. Such election shall be conducted, the returns . 
made, the result ascertained, and the certificates to per- 
sons elected to such convention issued, in the same man- 
ner as is prescribed by the laws of the Territory regulat- 
ing elections therein for Delegate to Congress. 

Sixth. Since the advantages to be obtained by 
statehood will depend somewhat upon the judicious action 
of the constitutional convention, it is desirable thatthe 
delegates should be representative men, of character’ 
and ability, whose work will be satisfactory to Congress 
and beneficial to the people of the proposed State of 
Wyoming. The character and fitness of the delegates 
to be chosen is in fact of greater importance than the 
manner of their selection, and if the citizens of any 
County generally prefer to elect their delegates by some 
equitable method other than that hereinbefore prescribed, 
it is believed that the delegates so chosen will be recog- 


nized and admitted to seats in the convention. 


Seventh. The constitution formed by such convention 
shall be submitted to the people of the Territory for ratifica-. 
tion or rejection, on the first "Tuesday in November, 1889. 


Eighth. The convention should fix the per diem 
and mileage of. its members and employes, andcertifi- 
cates of service and expenditure should be made by the 
- officers of the convention and filed with the Secretary of * 
the Territory, as Congress will, without” doubt, follow its 
-own precedents in providing for the payment thereof. 


| A 


6 PROCLAMATION, ` > 


In TESTIMONY WHEREOF ‘I 


> have hereunto set my hand and . 
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caused the Great Seal of the 
Territory of Wyoming to be 
A affixed at Cheyenne, the Capitol, 
Y on this Third Day of June, in the 
year of our Lord, One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eighty-Nine, 
and -of the Independence of the 
United States of America, the 
One Hundred and Thirteenth. 
FRANCIS E. WARREN. 


“Q 


By the Governor: 
SAMUEL D. SHANNON, 


Secretary of Territory. 


Ki: 
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APPORTIONMENT. 


Wuereas, The Board of County Commissioners of seven- 
tenths of the counties in the Territory of Wyoming. have * 
adopted resolutions requesting the Governor, Chief Justice and 
Secretary to divide the Territory into delegate districts, to ap- 
portion the number of delegates among the several districts, and 
to do such other acts as may be necessary for the convening of a 
constitutional convention in the manner and form provided by 
the terms of Senate bill 2,445, as reported with amendments to 
the Senate of the United States, on February 27th, 1889, by l 
the Committee on Territories ; and 

WHEREAS, By the terms of said Senate bill it is provided : 
«The aforesaid delegates to form said convention shall be ap- 
portioned within the limits of the proposed State in such dis- 
tricts as may be established as herein provided, in proportion to 
the population in each of said districts, as near as may be, to be 
ascertained at the time of making said apportionment by the 
persons hereinafter authorized to make the same, upon the basis 
of the votes: cast for Delegate in Congress at the last general 
election, in each of which districts the number of delegates ap- 
portioned to such district shall be elected. That said appor- 
tionment shall be made by the Governor, the Chief Justice, and 
the Secretary of the Territory. * * * * “The 
number of Delegates to said convention shall be fifty-five.” 

Now, THEREFORE, we, the Governor, Chief Justice, and . 
Secretary of the Territory of Wyoming, do certify : * that in 
pursuance of the said resolutions and of the aforesaid provisions 
of said Senate bill, we did convene at the Capitol in. the City of ` 
Cheyenne, on this third day of June, 1889, and did then pro- ` 
ceed to divide the Territory into delegate districts, and to appor- 


> ” 
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tion the number of delegates among the several districts, in 
proportion to the population in each of said districts, as near as 
may be, upon the basis of the votes cast for Delegate in Con- 
gress at the last general election, to-wit: on the 6th day of No- 
vember, 1888, The total number of votes cast for Delegate in 
Congress at the last general election was 18,010, and the total 
number of votes cast in each of the counties in the Territory 
was as follows, to-wit: 


Laramie County........ A a 3,695 
Albany A ge ase eee decease 2,608. 
Carbon- County eiss nario cones 2,633 
Sweetwater Comic asi 1,747 
A A teske satan erisia 2,037 
Fremont County. sabias hae ea a daw haa es 1,047 
J OMMSOD COM g16 
Sheridan County. seners ipine rea 870 
Crook Comisaria 1,150 
Converse County vara 1,307 
CORAL tn is id ae 18,010 


It was deemed best to divide the Territory into ten dele- 
gate districts, and to make each county a separate district. On 
dividing the total number of votes cast at said last general elec- 
tion by the number of delegates to be elected, it was ascer- 
tained that one delegate should be accredited to each three hun- 
dred and twenty-seven votes, and proceeding upon this basis, 
the several counties are entitled to delegates as follows : Lara- 
mie County, eleven delegates; Albany County, eight delegates; 
Carbon County, eight delegates; Sweetwater County, five del- 
egates; Uinta County, six delegates; Fremont County, three 
delegates; Johnson county, three delegates; Sheridan county, 
three delegates; Crook County, four delegates; and Converse 
County, four delegates, making a total of fifty-five delegates. 

We therefore certify that we have this day divided the 
Territory into the following delegate districts, and have appor- | 
tioned the number of delegate’ among the several districts as 
follows, to-wit : 

1. The County of Laramie shall constitute the First Dis- 
trict and shall elect eleven delegates. 
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: The Coney of Albany shall constitute the eer Dis- 
trict a shall elect eight delegates. 2 

3. The County of Carbon shall constitute the Third Dis- 
trict and shall elect eight delegates. = 

4. The County of Sweetwater shall constitute the Fourth 
District and shall elect five delegates. 

5. The County of Uinta shall constitute the Fifth Dis— 
trict and shall elect six delegates. 

6. The County of Freemont shall constitute the Sixth 
District and shall elect three delegates. 

7. The County of Sheridan shall constitute the Sevénth 
District and shall elect. three delegates. - 

8. The County of Johnson shall constitute the Eighth 
District and shall elect three delegates. 

9. The County of (Crook shall constitute the Ninth Dis- 
trict and shall elect four delegates. A 

10. The County of Converse shall constitute the Tenth 
District and shall elect four delegates. 

We believe that this Territory is justly entitled to admission 
as a State, and that it is for the best interests of the Territory 
and its people that a constitution should be adopted and a State 
government organized, and application respectfully and earn- 
estly made to the Congress of the United States for the imme- 
diate admission of the proposed State of Wyoming. 

In Witness WHEREOF, we -have hereunto set our hands 

at Cheyenne, this third day of June, 1889. 
FRANCIS E. WARREN, Governor. 
W.:L. MAGINNIS, Chief Justice. 
S. D. SHANNON, Secretary. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 


BY 


SEVERAL BOARDS OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


WHEREAS, This Board of County Commissioners is satis 
fied, from an examination of Senate bill No. 2,445, as unani- 
mously and favorably reported to the United States Senate by 
the Committee on Territories, that its provisions are absolutely 
fair for all sections of the Territory of Wyoming, and 

WHEREAS, The board is satisfied that there should be im- 
mediate action, as there would be greater probability of success 
by literally and speedily following the provisions of this bill ; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That this board pledges itself to put into opera- 
tion the election machinery under the laws of the Territory for 
the election of delegates to a constitutional convention, and the 
submission of such constitution as may be presented by the said 
convention to the people of this county for ratification or rejec- 
tion, if the Governor, Chief Justice and Secretary of the Terri- 
tory shall in their wisdom see fit to take the initiatory steps 
under the provisions of said Senate bill for calling into existence 
a constitutional convention. © 

Resolved, That the chairman of this board be instructed to 
present copies of this resolution to the Governor, Chief Justice 
and Secretary,’ with the request that if other counties of the 
Territory make similar requests they shall divide the Territory. 
into districts, apportion the number of delegates to the-several 
districts or counties, and do such other acts as may be necessary 
for the convening of such constitutional convention in the man— 
ner and form as is provided by the terms of said senate bill. 


SENATE BILL 2445. 


UNANIMOUSLY AND FAVORABLY REPORTED BY SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
dd Ae 


1 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the inhabitants of all that part of the area of.-the United States 
now constituting the Territory of Wyoming, as at present des- 
cribed, may become the State of Wyoming, as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who are qualified by the laws of 
said Territory to vote for representatives to the legislative as- 
sembly thereof are hereby authorized to vote for and choose 
delegates to form a convention in said proposed State ; añd the 
qualifications for delegates to such convention shall be such as 
by the laws of said Territory persons are required to possess to 
be eligible to the legislative assembly thereof ; and the afore- . 
said delegates to form said convention shall be apportioned 
within the limits of the proposed State in such districts as may 
be established as herein provided, in proportion to the popula- 
tion in each of said districts, as near as may be, to be ascertained 
at the time of making said apportionment by the persons here- 
inafter authorized to make the same, upon the-basis of the votes 
cast for Delegate in Congress at the last general election, in 
edch of which districts the number of delegates apportioned to 
such district shall be elected. That said apportionment shall be . 
made by the Governor, the Chief Justice, and the Secretary of 
said Territory; and the Governor of said Territory shall, by 
proclamation, order an election of the delegates aforesaid to be 
held on the second Monday in July, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, which proclamation shall be issued onthe first 
Monday in June, eighteen hundred and eighty-nine; and such 


12 SENATE BILL. 
election shall be conducted, ‘the returns made, the result ascer- 
tained, and the certificates to persons elected to such convention 
issued in the same manner as is prescribed by.the laws of the 
said Territory regulating élections therein for Delegate to Con- 
gress; and the number of votes cast for delegates in each pre- 
cinct shall Also be returned. The number of delegates to said 
convention shall be fifty-five, and all persons resident in said 
proposed State who are qualified voters of said Territory as 
herein proyided, shall be entitled to vote upon the election of 
delegates, and under such rules and regulations as said conven- 
tion may prescribe, not in conflict with this act, upon the ratifi- 
- cation or rejection of the constitution. 

_ Sec. 3. That the delegates to the convention elected as 
provided in this act shall meet at the seat of government of said 
Territory or the first Monday in September, eighteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and, after organization, shall declare, on behalf 
of the people of said proposed State, that they adopt the Con- 
stitution of the United States; whereupon the said convention 
shall be, and is hereby, authorized to form a constitution and 
State government for said proposed State. The constitution 
shall be republiean in form, and make no distinction in civil or 
political rights on account of race or color, except as to Indians 
not taxed, and not to be repugnant to the-Constitution of the 
United States and the principles of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. And said convention shall provide, bv ordinances irre- 
vocable without the consent of the United States and the people 
of said State, : 

first. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall 
be secured, and that no inhabitant of said State shall ever be 
molested in person or property on account of his or her mode 
of religious worship. 


Second.—That the people inhabiting said proposed State- 
do.agree and declare that they forever disclaim all right and 
title to the unappropriated public lands lying within the boun- 
daries thereof. and to all lands lying within said limits owned or 
held by any Indian or Indian tribes; and that until the title 
thereto shall have been extinguished by the United States, the 
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same shall be and remain subject to the disposition of the United' 
States, and said Indian lands shall remain under the absolute 
, jurisdiction and control of the Congress of the United States; 
that the lands belonging to citizens of the United States residing 
without the said State shall never be taxed at a higher rate than 
_ the lands belonging to residents thereof; that no taxes shall be 
imposed by-the State on.lands or property therein belonging to 
or which may hereafter be purchased by the United States or 
reserved for its use. But nothing herein, or in the ordinances 
. herein provided for, shall preclude the said State from taxing as 
other lands are taxed any lands owned or held by any Indian 
who has severed his tribal relations, and has ‘obtained from the 
United States or from any person a title thereto by patent or 
other grant, save and except such lands as have been or may be 
granted to any Indian or Indians under any act dí Congress 
containing a provision exempting the lands thus granted from 
taxation; but said ordinances shall provide that all súch lands 
shall be exempt from taxation by said State so long and to Poch 
extent as such act of Congress may prescribe. 

Third. That the debts and liabilities of. said. Territory 
shall be assumed and paid by said State. 

Pourth.. That provision shall be made for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of systems of public schools which shall 
be open to all the children of said State and free from sectarian 
control. | 

Src. 4. That if the proposed State shall a the constitu- 
tion which may be submitted for ratification or rejection at the 
election provided therefor, the Governor of the Territory shall 
issue his proclamation reconvening the delegates elected to thé 
convention which formed such rejected constitution, fixing the 
time and place at which said delegates shall assemble; and when 
so assembled they shall proceed to form another constitútion or 
to amend the rejected constitution, and shall submit such new 
constitution or amended constitution to the people of the pro- 
posed State for ratification or rejection, at such time as said con- 
vention may determine; and all the provisions of this act, so far 
as applicable, shall apply to such convention so re-assembled 
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and to the constitution which may be formed, its ratification or 
rejection, and to the admission of the proposed State. 

Szc. 5. That the constitutional convention shall provide ‘in 
like manner for submitting the constitution formed by it to the 
people of said proposed State for ratification or rejection, at an 
election to be held in said proposed State on the first Tuesday 
in November, eighteen hundred and eighty-nine. At the elec- 
tion provided for in this section the qualified voters of said pro- 
posed State shall vote directly for or against the proposed con- 
stitution and for or against any articles or propositions sep- 
arately submitted. The returns of said election shall be made 
to the Secretary of said Territory, who with the Governor and 
Chief Justice thereof, or any two of them, shall canvass the 
same; and if a majority of the legal votes cast shall be for the 
constitution the Governor shall certify the result to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, together with a statement of the votes 
cast thereon and upon separate articles or propositions, and'a 
copy of said constitution, articles, propositions and ordinances. 

Sec. 6. That until the next general census, or until other- 
wise provided by law, said State shall be entitled to one Repre- 
sentative in the House of Representatives of the United States, 
and the Represéntative to the Fifty-first Congress, together 
with the governor and other officers provided for in said consti- 
tution, may be elected on the same day of the election for the 
‘ratification or rejection of the constitution; and until said State 
officers are elected and qualified under the-provisions of such 
constitution and the State is admitted into the Union, the Terri- 
torial officers shall continue to discharge the duties of their res- 
pective offices in the said Territory. 

Sec. 7. That upon the admission of said State into the. 
Union, sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in every town- 
ship of said proposed State, and where such sections, or any 
parts thereof, have been sold or otherwise disposed of by or: 
under the authority of any act of Congress, other lands equiva- 
lent thereto, in legal subdivisions of not less than one-quarter 
section, and as contiguous as may be to the section in lieu of 
which the same is taken, are hereby granted to said State for 


w 
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the support of common schools, such indemnity lands to be se- 
lected within said State in such manner as the legislature may 
provide, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior: 
Provided, That the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections embraced 
in permanent reservations for national purposes shall not, at any 
time, be subject to the grants nor to the indemnity provisions of 
this act, nor shall any lands embraced in Indian, military, or 
other reservations of any character, be subject to the grants or’ 


- to the indemnity provisions of this act until the reservation shall 


have been extinguished and such lands be restored to and become - 
a part of the public domain: Provided, That the act of Congress 
of August ninth, eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, entitled 
«An act to authorize the leasing of the school and university 
lands in the Territory of Wyoming, and for other purposes,” 
shall apply to the school and university lands of the said State 
of Wyoming, so far as applicable. 


Sec. 8. That all lands herein granted for educational pur- 
poses shall þe disposed of only at public sale, the proceeds to 
constitute a permanent school fund, the interest of which only 
shall be expended in the support ‘of said schools. But said 
lands may, under such regulations as the legislature shall pres- 
cribe, be leased for periods of not more than five years, in quan- 
tities not exceeding one section to any one person or company; 
and such land shall not be~subject to pre-emption, homestead 
entry, or any other entry under the land laws of the United 
States, whether surveyed or unsurveyed, but shall be reserved 
for school purposes only. 


SEC. 9. That upon the admission of said State into the 
Union, in accordance with the provisions of this act, fifty sec- 
tions of the unappropriated public lands within said State, to be 
selected and located in legal subdivisions as provided in section 
seven of this act, shall be, and are hereby granted to said State 
for the purpose of erecting public buildings at the capital of 
said State for legislative, executive, and judicial purposes. 

SEC. 10. That five per centum of the, proceeds of the 
sales of "public lands lying within said State which shall be sold . 


. by the United States subsequent to the admission of said State 


t 
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into the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to the 
same, shall be paid to the said State, to be used as a permanent 
fund, the interest of which only shall be expended for the sup- 
port of the common schools within said State. 


Sec. 11. That the lands granted to ie Territory of Wyo- 
ming by the act of February eighteenth, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-one, entitled “An act to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, 
Arizona, Idaho and Wyoming for university purposes,” are 
hereby vested in the State of Wyoming if such State is admit- 
ted into the Union, as provided in this act, to the extent of the 
full quantity of seventy-two sections to said State, and any por- 
tion of said lands that may not have been selected by said Ter- 
ritory of Wyoming may be selected by the said State; but said 
act of February eighteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty-one, 
shall be su «tended as to provide that none of said lands shall 
be sold for less than ten dollars per acre, and the proceeds shall 
constitute a permanent fund to be safely invested and held by 
said State and the income thereof be used exclusively for uni- 
versity purposes. The schools, colleges, and universities pro- 
vided for in this act shall forever remain under the exclusive 
control of the said State, and no part of the praceeds arising 
from the sale or disposal of any lands herein granted for educa- 
tional purposes shall be used for the support of any sectarian or 
denominational school, college or university. The section of 
land granted by the act of May twenty-eighth, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-eight, to the Territory of Wyoming for a fish 
hatchery and other public purposes shall, upon the admission of 
said State of Wyoming into the Union, become the property of 
said State. 


Src. 12. That the penitentiary at Laramie City, Wyoming, 
and all lands connected therewith and set apart and reserved 
therefor and unexpended appropriations of money therefor, are 
hereby granted to the State of Wyoming. 


Sec 13. That ninety thousand acres of land, to be selected 
and located as provided in section ten of this act, are hereby 
granted to said State for the use and support of an agricultural 
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college in said State as provided in the acts of Congress making 
donations of lands for such purpose. 

SEC. 14. That in lieu of the grant of land for purposes of ` 
internal improvement, made to new States by the eighth sec- 
tion! of the act of September fourth, eighteen hundred and 
forty-one, which act is hereby repealed as to the State of Wyo- 
ming, and in lieu of any claim or demand by the said State, 
under the act of September twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, and section twenty-four hundred and seventy-nine of 
the Revised Statutes, making a grant of swamp and overflowed . 
lands to certain States, which grant it is hereby declared is not 
extended to the State of Wyoming, and in lieu of any grant of 
saline lands to said State, the following grants of land are hereby 
made, to-wit: 

To the State of Wyoming : For the establishment and 

maintenance of a scientific school, one hundred thousand acres: 
- for State normal schools one hundred thousand acres, for State 
charitable, educational, penal, and reformatory institutions, three 
hundred thousand acres. None of the lands granted by this 
act shall be sold for less than ten dollars per acre. 

Sec. 15. That the State of Wyoming shall not be entitled 
to any further or other grants of land fox any purpose than as 
expressly provided in this act. And the lands granted by this 
section shall be held, appropriated, and disposed of exclusively 
for the purposes herein mentioned, in such manner as the legis-* 
lature of the State may provide. 

Sec. 16. That all minerallands shall be exempted from the 
grants made by this'act. But if sections sixteen and thirty-six, 
or any subdivision or portion of any smallest subdivision thereof 
in any township shall be found by the Department of the In- 
terior to be mineral lands, said State is hereby authorized and 
empowered to select, in legal subdivisions, an equal quantity of 
other unappropriated lands in said State, in lieu thereof, for the 
use and the benefit of the common schools of said State. 

Sec. 17. That all lands granted in quantity or as indem- 
nity by'this act shall be selected, under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, from the surveyed, unreserved, and unap- 
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propriated public lands of the United States within the limits of 
the State entitled thereto. And there shall be deducted from 
the number of acres of land donated by this act for specific ob- 
jects to said State the number of acres heretofore donated by 
Congress to said Territory for similar objects. 

Sec. 18. That the sum of twenty thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated, out 
of any money-in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to said 
Territory for defraying the expenses of the said convention 
and for the payment of the members thereof, under the same 
rules and regulations and at the same rates as are now provided 
by law for the payment of the Territorial legislatures. Any 
money hereby appropriated not necessary for such purpose shall 
be covered into the treasury of the United States. 

SEC. lo. That the said State, when admitted as aforesaid, 
shall constitute a judicial district, the name thereof to be the 
same as the name of the State; and the circuit and district 
courts therefor shall be held at the capitol of the State for the 
time being, and the said district shall, for judicial purposes, until 
otherwise provided, be attached to the eighth judicial circuit. 
There shall be appointed for said district one district judge, one 
United States attorney, and one United States marshal. The 
judge of said district shall receive a yearly salary of three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, payable in four equal installments, on 
the first days of January, April, July, and October of each year, 
and shall reside in the district. ‘There shall be appointed clerks 
of said courts in each district, who shall keep their offices at the 
capitol of said State. The regular terms of said courts shall be 
held in said district at the place aforesaid on the first Monday in 
April and the first Monday in November of each year, and only 
one grand jury and one petit jury shall be summoned in both 
said circuit and district courts. The circuit and district courts 
for said district, and the judges thereof, respectively, shall pos- 
sess the same powers and jurisdiction, and perform the same 
duties required to be performed by the other circuit and district 
courts and judges of the United States, and shall be governed 
by the same laws and regulations. The marshal, district attor- 
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ney, and clerks ef the circuit and district courts of said district, 
and all other officers and persons performing duties in the ad- 
ministration of justice therein, shall severally possess the powers ` 
and perform the duties lawfully possessed and required to be 
performed by similar officers in other districts of the United 
States; and shall, for the services they may perform, receive 
the fees and compensation allowed by law to other similar 
officers and persons performing similar duties in the State of 
Oregon. . 

Sec. 20. That all cases of appeal or writ of error hereto- 
fore prosecuted and now pending in the Supreme Court of the 
United States upon any record from the supreme court of said 
Territory, or that may hereafter lawfully be prosecuted upon 
any record from said courts, may be heard and determined by 
said Supreme Court of the United States. And the mandate of 
execution or of further proceedings shall be directed by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States to the circuit or district court 
hereby established within the said State from or to the supreme 
count of such State, as the nature of the case may require. And 
the circuit, district and State courts herein named shall, respect- 


‘ively, be the successor of the supreme court of the Territory, as 


to all such cases arising within the limits embraced within the 
jurisdiction of such courts, respectively, with full power to pro- 
ceed with the same, and award mesne or final process therein; 
and that from all judgments and decrees of the supreme court 
of the Territory mentioned in this act, in any case arising within 
the limits of the proposed State prior to admission, the parties 
to such judgment shall have the same right to prosecute appeals 
and writs of error to the Supreme Court of the United States as 
they shall have had by law prior to the admission of said State 
into the Union. , 
Sec. 21. That in respect to all cases, proceedings, and 


‘matters now pending in the supreme or district courts of the 


said Territory at the time of the admission into the Union of the- 
State of Wyoming and arising within the limits of such State, 
whereof the circuit or district courts by this act established. 
might have had jurisdiction under the laws of, the United States 


a 
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had such courts existed at the time of the commencement of 
such cases, the said circuit and district courts, respectively, shall 
be the successors of said supreme and district courts of said Ter- 
ritory; and in respect to all other cases, proceedings, and matters 
pending in the supreme or district courts of the said Territory 
at the time of the admission of such Territory into the Union, 
arising within the limits of said proposed State, the courts estab- 
lished by such State shall, respectively, be the successors of said 
supreme and district Territorial courts; and all the files, records, 
indictments and proteedings relating to any such cases shall be 
transferred to such circuit, district, and State courts respectively, 
and the same shall be proceeded with therein in due course of 
law; but no writ, action, indictment, cause, or proceeding now 
pending, or that prior to the admission of the State shall be 
pending, in any Territorial court in said Territory : shall abate 
by the admission of such State into the Union, but the same - 
shall be transferred and proceeded with in the proper United 
States circuit, district or State Court, as the case may be: Pro- 
vided, however, That in all civil actions, causes and proceedings 
in which the United States is not a party, transfers shall not be 
made to the circuit and- district courts of the United States ex- 
cept upon written request of one of the parties tq such action or 
proceeding filed in the proper court; and in the absence of such 
request such cases shall be proceeded with in the proper pee 
courts. 

Sec. 22. That the constitutional convention may, by ordi- 
nance, provide for the election of officers for full State govern- 
ment, including members of the legislature and Representative 
in the Fifty-first Congress; but said State government shall 
remain in abeyance until the constitution framed by said conven- 
tion and ratified by the people shall have been approved, and 
said State admitted into the Union by Congress. In case the 
constitution of said proposed State shall be ratified by the people» 
. but not otherwise, the legislature thereof may assemble, organ- 
ize, and elect two Senators of the United States ; and the gov- 
ernor and secretary of state of such proposed State shall certify 
the election of the Senators and Representative in the manner 


SENATE BILL. : 21 ' 


requireá by law, and when such State is admitted into the Union 
the Senators and Representative shall be entitled to be admitted 
to seats in Congress, and to all the rights and privileges of Sen- 
ators and Representatives of other States in the Congress of the 
United States; and the officers of the State government formed 
‘in pursuance of said constitution as provided by the constitutional 
convention shall proceed to exercise all the functions of such 
Staté officers; and all laws in force made by said Territory, at 
the time of its admission into the Union, shall be in force-in said 
State, except as modified or changed by this act or by the con- 
“stitution of the State. 

Sec. 23. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the 
provisions of this act, whether passed by a legislature of said 
Territory or by Congress, are hereby repealed. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
February 28, 1889. 

Mr. Platt,from the Committee on Territories, sibmitted 

the following report: a - 


mad 


REPORT OF SENATE COMMITTEE 


ON THE ADMISSION OF WYOMING. 


In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 


i February 28, 1880. 


“Mr. Platt, from the Committee on Territories ‘submitted the 
following r 
REPORT: 


[To accompany bill S. 2445.) A 


= The Committee on Territories, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2445) “to provide for the formation and admission into 
Union of the State of Wyoming, and for other purposes,” hav- 
ing had the same under consideration, beg leave to report a sub- 
stitute, and recommend its passage. 

The provisions of the bill proposed by the committee differ 
in no important particulars from the act of Congress passed this 
session to enable the Dakotas, Montana, and Washington to 
form State constitutions and governments, except it provides 
that the constitutional convention of Wyoming shall consist of 
fifty-five members, instead of seventy-five, as provided by that 
law; that none of the lands granted shall be sold for less than * 
$10 per acre; and that the proposed State shall remain in abey- 
ance until the constitution ratified by the people shall have been 
approved and the State admitted by Congress. 

-Wyoming Territory was organized in May, 1869, under 
the provisions of the act of Congress of July 25, 1868, entitled. 
“An act to provide a temporary government for the Territory 
of Wyoming.” 

Nearly all the area of Wyoming was carved from the Ter- 
ritory of Dakota. The Territory is tectangular in shape, is 


o 
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bounded by Montana on the north, by Dakota and Nebraska on 
the east, by Colorado and Utah on the south, and by Montana, 
Idaho and Utah on the west. The Territory contains an area of 
about 98,000 square miles, equal to 62,000,000 acres. Thus the 
-area of Wyoming is about equal to that of New York, Ohio, 
New Jersey, and Deleware combined. In point of size Wyo- 
ming will be the eighth State in the Union. 
RESOURCES—AGRICULTURAL, ETC. 

The resources Os the Territory are great and very diver- 
sified. - . 

But few countries on the face of the globe have resources 
more varied than those of Wyoming. 

From the best estimates made (those of General Powell, 
the Chief of the United States Geological Survey, and Mr. 
Mead, the Territorial engineer), it is fọund that 18 to 20 per 
cent of the arid jands of the Territory may be reclaimed with 
the water found in the streams in the Territory, or. about 
10,000,000 to 12,000,000 acres. 

There are 4,000,000 acres that will be cultivated without 
artificial irrigation. 

In most of the counties districts can be found where farm- © 
ing is carried on with great success by irrigation., At least 
$3,000,000 have been expended in the construction of irrigation 
works for the reclamation of the lands. In the northern coun- 
ties of the Territory one may pass miles of well cultivated 
farms. 

. The following extracts are from the report of Territorial 
Engineer Mead, made under the laws of the Territory, to the 
governor, which covers an examination of about three-fourths 
of the Territory: i 

“The soil, wherever examined, is fertile, and wherever irri- 

ated becomes exceptionally productive. Grasses and the har- 
dier grains and vegetables do well in all parts of the Territory, 
but in some localities the elevation is too great to grow corn and 
some kinds of vegetables. The eastern and northern portions 
of the Territory are able to produce nearly all kinds of fruits” 
and vegetables grown in temperate regions, the `lcwer elevatio 
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of the northern part (3,500 feet at Sheridan) compensating for 
the difference in latitude. 

«A distinctive feature of Wyoming’s irrigation is that it out- - 
strips all the States and Territories of ‘the arid region in the 
number of its streams available for irrigation. The valleys bor- 
dering most streams are narrow, ranging in width from one to 
five miles. The uplands between these valleys are too high to. 
be watered, and must remain for grazing land. This contiguity 
of large tracts of grazing land to that devoted to farming, afford- 
ing, as it does, free summer pasturage for the farmer’s stock, is 
a material ddvantage, and is destined to increase the profits of 

. the farmer and greatly increase the'value of the irrigated lands. 

«The counties of Laramie and Albany furnish the best ex- 
amples of ditch building, the largest and best constructed ditches 
being found here. The irrigation works of these two counties 
also nearly utilize the water of their streams, on a majority of 
which the aggregate capacity of the ditches, average discharge 
of the streams during the irrigating season, and the further ex- 
tension of the irrigating territory can only be accomplished 
through the construction of reservoirs to store up the surplus 
water of the spring floods. The fertility of these lands and 
their nearness to a market for their products makes it extremely 
desirable that such reservoirs should be built. 

“The statistics for Carbon and Fremont Counties have not 
yet been compiled. While the tendency of statements is to 
exceed the actual facts,the fact that 20 per cent. of the state- 
ments failed to give the acreage and about 10 per cent. omitted 


giving the lenght, will make the totals rather below than 
above the truth. i 


Number of 
ditches. Length. | Capacity. | Acreage. 


AMDADY cc. cece cece eee cece eee yee 228 496 6,042 845,241 
TOOK A eee dinw oe a4 sac cndets 115 198 562 58,937 
JOHNSON .oococooono sareren ec eee ence 434 729 9,117 703,360 
DLaramie 20... cece eee ecw e ec ences Hesa 590 1,122 4,300 , 
SwWeetWwater....omoomuoccoomomms.» 0... 21 VID lcd a 4,350 
Uinta nescence vasos gala 270 482 1,202 107,452 


nS A A 


Polares re 1,718 3,208 21,207 | 1,260,143 
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“The future development of our agricultural interests is cer- 
tain to be rapid and important. As it is, with our agricultural 
system scarcely established, we have enough land under ditches 
and ready for the plow to make 20,000 eighty-acre farms and 
to engage the efforts of a purely agricultural population of more 
than twice the number of all the people now in the Territory. 
Many of these ditches have been built under exceptionally un- 


favorable conditions. The best watered and most extensive . 


agricultural districts are in the central and northern portions of 
the Territory, and until within the past two years all the ma- 

-terials and implements required in the construction of ditches, 
together with with a large part- of the provisions for men and 
teams, had to be hauled from stations on the Union Pacific, 
which traverses the southern border. 


“The transportation by wagon of all this material for dis- 
tances varying from 100 to 300 miles almost doubled the cost of ` 
the work and materially lessened the prospect of profitable re- 
turns. So, also, the remoteness of a staple market and the diff- 
culty and expense of obtaining the conveniences of life have 
been sérious drawbacks to many of our pioneer farmers. Where 
it required a three weeks’ journey to secure a plow, as it did 
until recently, there was not much plowing done. 


“The Territory still suffers from the lack of adequate rail- 
way facilities. There is a surplus of agricultural products in 
the north for which there is a ready market and good prices in 
the south. The completion of rajlways projected to bring these 
Sections together will result in increaséd prosperity for both. * 


“In the counties of Johnson and Sheridan alone, the surplus | 
. waters of the streams gauged by me this season would irrigate 
- 500,000 acres, and I am reliably informed there is double that 
extent of land susceptible of being watered. Were it necessary 
other illustrations of the same character could be given. ‘It is 
, certain that agriculture is destined to be one of the Territory’s 
| material interests, and the perfection of the methods and prac- 
tices on which its success and progress so largely depends should 
receive the most careful consideration.” 


E + 
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GRAZING AND LIVE STOCK. 


Much has been said on the grazing fields of Wyoming. 
There are no finer on the continent. The stock association of 
the Territory estimated that there are at least 2,000,000 head of 
live stock, of which about 1,500,000 are neat cattle, owned and 
pastured ‘in this Territory. 


i 


FORESTS. be 


N 


In the mountains and hills there is sufficient growing tim- 
ber, if cared for, to afford for all time an abundant supply of 
lumber for all mining and domestic purposes in the Territory. 

COAL 


No country could be better supplied with coal. It is found 
in every county of the Territory. ` Professor Ricketts, the Ter- 
ritorial Geologist, estimates that the coal area of Wyoming 
covers more than 19,000,000 acres. This coal is of excellent 
qualities, suitable for heating, generating steam, and for all do- 
mestic purposes. Though only a few mines, comparatively, 
have been developed, the coal of Wyoming has become import- 
ant, as an article of internal commerce, as far east as the Mis- 
souri River and as far west as the. Pacific coast. The mines 
will produce this year nearly 3,000,000 tons. The demand is 
three times greater than the facilities at hand for its trans- 
portation. 

PETROLEUM. . 

It is doubtful if the oil fields elsewhere in the United States 
equal those of Wyoming. ‘This industry has been but little 
developed, as there is no demand yet for the product. Oil 
springs are found hundreds of miles apart, showing that the oil 
country covers much of the Territory. Severai oil wells have 
been bored, which are producing from five to several hundred 
barrels of oil every twenty-four hours. 


IRON. 
_ Theiron deposit of Wyoming is truly wonderful. The 
quantity may be measured by mountains. The quality of the 


hematite ores will compare favorably with those discovered 
elsewhere in the world. 


3 
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- SODA. 

The soda deposits cover hundreds of acres, and are said to 

be the most extensive discovered on the continent. A 
l GOLD AND OTHER MINERALS. 

Gold, silver, and copper mines are found in the Territory 
and are being successfully worked. Marble, granite and sand- 
stone of excellent qualities for building purposes åre abundant, 

- and salt, sulphur, gypsum, bismuth, graphite, asbestos, and fire- 
clay are found in various portions of the Territory. 
PUBLIC LANDS. R 

There are three land offices in the Territory. Two of 
these are maximum offices. The following lands have been 
disposed of under the land laws. No lands have ever been 
offered for sale by the Government in this Territory. The 
following table does not include the lands disposed of under the 
grant to the Union Pacific Railroad company : 


Acres. 
Year ended July 30, 1888........ IEE EEE A T E ET 817,356 
Previous years... — ..oooncooooo- car vee ia Ta Ee os 2,041,730 
Since June 30, 1888 (estimated): css e a eee 200, 
Grand totor cs coda decido 2,559,086 


POSTAL STATISTICS. : 

One of the surest indications of prosperity in a community 
is found in the statistics of the postal service. The receipts in 
Wyoming during 1888 were as follows: 

The total postal receipts in Wyoming during the last year 
amounted to $69,378.07. The receipts from the sale of postage 
stamps, stamped envelopes, and postal cards were $62,378. 973 
from box rents, $7,012.07; and from the sale of waste paper, 
$1.25. There was paid to postmasters for compensation $31,- 
254.71, and ‘for clerks in postoffices, fuel and rent, $3,041.61. 
The letter carriers received $1,569.65, aud the railway postal 
clerks, $477.25. 

There are six Presidential postoffices in Wyoming, the ag- 

sgregate receipts of which are $36,744.80. The salaries of ‘the 
postmasters amount to $9,700 . 

There are one hundred and seventy three postmasters in 
the Territory, an increase of twenty-five for the year, making 
14 per cent. increase for the year. 
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The total number of miles of mail routes is 2,490. Of this 
the star service takes 1 „815 miles. P 
The decrease in length of star routes was 94 miles, and the 
increase of railroad service 133 miles. 


* RAILROADS. 


There are nearly goo mites of operated railroads in the 
Territory. a 

The principal railroad companies of the Central West are 
locating lines and securing rights of way in Wyoming. 

The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company is 
building a branch line to the aids of coking coal found in 
northeastern Wyoming. 

This company has located a-line through the central portion 
of the Territory from east to west, and also a line from south-' 
eastern Wyoming to the central portion of the Territory. This 
company operates a through line from Cheyenne, the capital of 
the Territory, to Chicago. . 

The Northwestern Railroad company has built and is operat- 
ing a line of road in the central portion of the Territory con- 
necting with its eastern system. 

The Cheyenne and Northern Railroad has completed 125 
miles of road. 

The Union Pacific Railroad traverses the Territory through 
its entire length from east to west. 


FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE TERRITORY. 


The indebtedness of the Territory is $320,000. So high is 
the credit of the Territory, and so careful has this people been 
at every step and at every stage in the growth of the Territory 
that neither the Territory nor any city, county or school district 
has ever defaulted in the payment of any bond or interest. 

None of the bonds of the Territory bear over 6 per cent. 
interest; none have been sold for less than 5 per cent., and some 
as high as 12 per cent. premium. 


BANKING INSTITUTIONS. 


There are nine national and ten private banks in Wyoming. 
The last repoic of the Comptroller of the Currency shows: 
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That no national bank has ever suspended or gone into 
liquidation in that Territory. ' 
That the first institution under the national banking law 
was organized in 1871. 


That there was not in banking capital in the Territcry at 


that time $150,000. y 
That the total of the items of resources of the nine national 
banks of that Territory is now $3,654,000. - sy 


Add to this total the items of resources of ten private banks, 
and the aggregate reaches nearly $5,000,000. This is as much 
or in excess of the banking resources of either of four States, all 
of which have been in the Union for twenty-five years or more. 

These States have respectively one, two, five, and seven 
representatives in Congress. 

The following table shows the steady increase each year in 
the banking resources and business of the Territory. It will be 
noted that at no time has there beeen any retrogression: 
Summary of national banks, the important items of resources 

and liabilities, and the totals, etc., in Wyoming Territory, l 
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2| 199! 60] 58! 125} 10] 2] 54] 190] 412 
2} 246; 60| 62 (| 125! 16| 49| 49) 297) 539 
21 1988, 6] 961 125] 21! 2] 50] 265| 498 
2| 303' 60 8 | 125| 25| 62! 621 311! 580 
2| 25| 60] 1911 125| 25] 89| 42] 869| 657 
2} 385i 60 9 |i 1251 50) 58] 53| 444] 758 
2} 492: 64 109 | 150| 50| 39| 52] 585] 841 
31 73801 9%] 201 || 25| 50| 48, 83 | 856| 1,306 
4] 991! 194 | 219 || 425] 78| 71| 127 |1,185| 1,928 
4 1313 219 | 242 || 425 | 103 | 95| 123 |l, 04| 2,496 
4 [1,604] 285 | 209 || 525 | 78 |: 107 | 138 | 1,418 | 2,509 
5 |1,861!' 155 | 309 || 800 | 140 | 152 ' 140 | 1,744 | 3,067 
6 |2,335 180 | 401 || 900 | 167 | 193 į 160 |1,768 | 3,398 
8 2,527 | 224 | 305 111,075 | 210 120 | 201 | 1,697 | 3 568 
9 12,419! 249 | 298 111,173 | 213 | 115! 221 11,7311 3,654 


~ . PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND BUILDINGS. 
There has been erected a capitol, nearly completed, that 
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will cost nearly $300,000 ; a university, nearly completed, $100,- 
000 ; a penitentiary, in course of construction, that will cost 
$100,000 ; an insane asylum, at a cost of $30,000. 

The Territory has erected a suitable building for an asylum 
for the blind, deaf, and dumb. 

A fish hatchery is in full operation, which has already ac- 
complished a great work in stocking the streams of the Territory 
-with the better kinds of fish adapted for the waters of that 
Territory. i 
SCHOOLS. l 

The governor of the Territory says these are an honor and 
a credit to the Territory. 

Under a compulsory school system two hundred and twenty- 
five excellent schools are maintained, employing nearly three 
hundred teachers. Good graded schools, in substantial school 
buildings, are supported in all the towns and cities. 

A university has been established offering the opportunities 
of a free higher education for all children of the school age. 

The Catholic Church is maintaining good schools in several- 
of the larger towns of the Territory, and under the auspices of 
this church a large convent is conducted at Cheyenne. 

The school property of the Territory has probably c cost 
$800,000. 

Congress has not assisted in school matters to the amount 
of $1. 

RELIGIOUS MATTER. 

In the towns of any size the prominent:religious demonina- 
tions have excellent church structures. 

* This may be said of the Episcopalians, Methodists, Con- 
gregationalists, Baptists, and Catholics. i 

Wyoming and Idaho form a diocese of the Episcopal 
Church, which is presided over by Bishop Talbot. 

Wyoming forms a diocese of the Catholic Church under the 
supervision of Bishop Burke. 

COUNTIES AND TOWNS. 

Of the ten organized counties in the Territory all but two 

new counties have substantial court-houses and jails. Several of 


RERORT OF SENATE COMMITTEE. 31 


these have good hospitals in which the poor and unfortunate are 
cared for. l i 

The cities and towns are well built and well governed. 

There are seven cities in the Territory provided with good 
systems for the supply of water, which also have the streets and 
private and public buildings lighted by electricity. 

The press of the Territory consists of five daily and twenty- 
four weekly newspapers. 

* * * * * * * 
POPULATION. 


At the election held in 1888 for Delegate in Congress there 
were 18,210 votes cast in the Territory, showing an increase of 
nearly 50 per cent. in four years. 


The growth of the population has been steady. In no year 
since the Territory was organized has there been a decrease in 
the population. It is difficult to determine accurately the 
population of the Territory. On this point Governor Warren, 
in his official report in 1886 to the Secretary of the Interior, said: 


(1) Along the line of the Union Pacific Railroad and in 
the cities and towns a very large number of aliens, who have no 
vote, are employed in the coal mines and in other industrial 
pursuits. 

(2) Inthe stock-growing region (and this comprises the large 
portion of Wyoming) the population is scattered over a very 
broad area, with comparatively but few voting places, and scarce- 
ly one in fifty of those employed on the ranches go to the polls 
to vote. 


(3) The proportion of children in Ween es is becoming 
very large in comparison nto many localities, the natural result 
of a largely “medium-age” population. 


The governor of the Territory, in his official report îr in 1887, 
after going over much of the Territory, estimated the population 
~ at 85,000. The recent election indicated an increase in two years 
of nearly 25 percent. The population is probably between 100,- 
'000 and 120,000. It is safe to say that, should the pending bill 
bécome a law, by the time Wyoming could become a State there 


~ 
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would be the population l required, for a Representative in 
Congress. l E pe 
There is but little illiterary in Wyoming. The Territory is 
being settled by a population perhaps as distinctively American 
as can be foundin the Union. They are a homogeneous people. 
They appear to be almost a unit for State government. The ' 
last legislature, elected in 1886, memorialized Congress for an 
enabling act. The twenty-nine newspapers, five daily and 
twenty-four weeklies, with one or two exceptions, are advocat- 
ing State government. Wyoming undoubtedly is a very rich 
country. The Territory does not have todepend upon one re- 
source. She has great agricultural resources, and that class of 
minerals that will not for ages be exhausted. Her people have 
managed their affairs well. Whatthey are doing they are doing 
with littleorno Congressional help. Congress does nothelp Wy- 
oming to the amount of 5 per cent. of the total annual expendi- 
tures in the Territory. The Territory expends five times as 
much for school purposes as all that.Congress votes for the sup- 
port of Government therein. The Territory has every qualifica- 
tion for State government, if the precedents of the past'are fol- 
lowed. The question of population has never cut much of a 
figure in the admission of new States. Illinois was admitted 
with 35,000 people. Kansas, Nebraska, and Colorado each with 
less than 100,000. Dakota will probably have 750,000 by the 
time her people get into the Union. There have been but few 
mistakes made in the admission of new States before they were 
qualified. a 
«The committee makes the following extract from the remarks 
of Mr. Carey, the delegate from Wyoming, before the Commit- 
tee on the Territories in the House of Representatives, believing 
what he said will be applicable to most of the future new States: 
This idea of equality of representation does not amount to very 
much under this Government. It is largely a theory. Repres- 
sentation has never been equal in actual operation. Nebraska, 
with her 1,250,000 people, has but three members of Congress. 
Mr. Dorsey represents no less than 78,000 voters. Mr. Perkins, 
of Kansas, nearly as many. Judge Symes’s State (Colorado) 
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may have gotten in a little while before she was entitled to ad- 
mission, but that State cast nearly 92,000 votes at the last elec- 
tion. The young States, as a rule, are the ones that have suf- 
fered from the want of equal representation, and not the old 
States. Ofall the legislative States, there has been but one ad- 
mitted too soon. As a matter of fact the people of Wyoming 
have accomplished much. They have hands willing to work 
for the good of the Republic. Their legislation has been broad 
and liberal. There is no question of race. „Our first legislature, 
unanimously Democratic, opened the doors of her public schools 
to blacks as well as to the white children. Our legislature has 
asked you to give us State government. ‘Ninety-nine out of 
every one hundred of her people are in favor of State govern- 
ment. They are able and willing to bear the responsibilities of 
statehood. I believe the American ‘Congress can do no better 
thing than to say to the people of Wyoming “Y ou are welcome, 
and you may come into the house of your fathers and in full 
communion enjoy the blessings of State government.” 


tj 


REPORT OF HOUSE COMMITTEE 


ON THE ADMISSION OF ARIZONA, IDAHO AND 


WYOMING. 


The Committee on Territories, to whom were referred the 
bill (H. R. 12411) to enable the people of Arizona, Idaho, and 
Wyoming to form constitutions and State governments, and to 
be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, having had the same under consideration, have instructed 
me to report it back without amendment, and to recommend its 
passage. 

This bill provides an Saving act applicable to the Terri- 
tories named, by the terms of which an election is to be held in 
each Territory onthe Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 
1889, for the election of delegates to a constitutional convention, 
The conventions will assemble at the capitals of the respective 
Territories in January, 1890, and the constitutions formed are to 
be submitted to a vote of the people of each Territory, for ratifi- 
cation or rejection, at the November election thereafter. The bill 
in other respects contains substantially the same provisions as were 
contained in the bill which passed the House at this session in re- 
ference to Dakota, Montana, Washington, and New Mexico. 

Pending the consideration of this bill in the committee Maj. 
J. W. Powell, Director of the U. S. Geological Survey, was 
invited to appear before the committee for the purpose of ex- 
plaining the work of the survey under a recent act of Congress 
in reference to irrigation and the reclamation of arid lands. 

It is well known that the Territories of Arizona, Idaho, and 
Wyoming are in arid regions and crops can not be produced 
there without irrigation. Hence it is important to know how far 
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irrigation can be practically used for developing the resources of 
these Territories. Major Powell’s statement before the commit- 
tee is valuable and shows the immense possibilities of our arid 
lands. The Delegates from the Territories of Arizona, Idaho, 
and Wyoming, Messrs. Smith, Dubois, and Carey, also appeared 
before the committee and made very full and satisfactory state- 
ments in reference to the Territories which they represent. A 
careful perusal of these statements will more than satisfy the 
House that the Territories of Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming 
have the requisite population and resources to entitle them to 
statehood. It is true that none of them, at this time, have a 
population equal to the ratio now required for a member of the 
House of Representatives, but it is estimated upon reliable data 
that by the time fixed in the bill, if it should pass at this session 
of Congress, each of the Territories named will have the re- ` 
quisite population. - 

The future possibilities of these Territories are very great. 
No fear need be entertained that they will have a small popula- 
tion or be wanting in anything which should pertain to a State 
in this Union. Itis believed by your committee that statehood 
will greatly stimulate the growth and prosperity of these Terri- 
tories. The Territorial condition tends to retard enterprises and 
the development of the resources of the Territories. 

Y our committee invite a careful consideration of the sub- 
ject, and especially of the exhaustive statements made by the 
gentlemen named, which are hereunto attached and made a part 
of this report. 

WYOMING. 

In addition. to the information contained in the ad of 
the Delegate from Wyoming (Mr. Carey), to which reference 
is made, your committee call attention to other facts showing 
the desire of the people of that Territory for statehood and its’ 
great resources and prospective’ growth. 

The tenth and last legislative assembly of Wyoming Terri- 
tory, elected in November, 1886, which assembled in Janu- 
ary, 1888, memorialized Congress to pass an act to enable Wyo- 
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ming to form a State government, from which we make the 
following extracts : ` 

The organic act of the Territory was approved on the 25th 
day of July, 1868; the organization was completed on the 19th 
day of May, 1869; as organized the Territory has existed for 
nearly nineteen years. 

Its coal fields are numerous and extensive, have been much 
worked, and are seemingly exhaustless; its iron, soda, and oil 
fields are extensive and rich and are seemingly exhaustless; its 
native grasses are various, abundant, and highly nutritious. 
Contrary to former impression, its capacity for vegetable cul- 
ture is very remarkable, aided by irrigation: 

An extensive system of skilled irrigation has been estab- 
lished, is rapidly increasing, and admits of large and indefinite | 
expansion. f 

In his report to the Secretary of the Interior for 1885 the 
then governor ( Warren) stated the number of live stock in the 
Territory, consisting of horned cattle, sheep, horses and mules, 
at 3,100,000 head, and their valuation at $75,000,000; and in his 
report to the Secretary for 1886 the number as increased, and 
the value as exceeding $75,000,000; the two years were periods 
of exceptional market depression in live-stock values—the last 
much more than the first, 

The long, extensive, and accurate experience of that gov- 
ernor with the subject, and his sound and practical judgment, 
entitle his statements to especial respect. ° 

The report to the Secretary for 1887 by the present gov- 
ernor (Moonlight) does not state the number or valuation for 
that year; but it shows improved methods in the raising of 
horned cattle are in promising -progress, and that horse and 
sheep cultures have become extensive, are rapidly increasing, 
are conducted with superior intelligence, and represent large 
investments and fine breeds. The unmistakable ability and 
intelligence evinced by the report render it worthy of full confi- 
dence. 

It is plain to ordinary observation that nature intends W yo- 
ming for a great railway area of the west division of the conti- 


REPORT OF HOUSE COMMITTEE. ' 37 
a + 


nent and a great railroad highway for transcontinental traffic. 
The Union Pacific Railway traverses the southern belt of the- 
Territory, another trunk Pacific railway has been completed 
partially across the Territory, and the construction of a third has 
‘nearly reached its eastern boundary. 

These lines finished, lateralization will follow according to 
the inevitable law of trunk-line development. Other and 
important railroads are also operating, and ordinary observation 
can easily foresee that within the next fourth of a century the 
Territory will be gridironed over by a complete railway system. 

A free, public, and compulsory yeso of education is well 
advanced here. ; 

The above: data are moderately stated, and prepare the . 
mind to accept the estimate of the present On of the Ter- 
ritory, which is stated in the governor’s report for 1887 at 
85,000. 

This assembly confidently accepts the report as correct on 
the subject. 

* * *o * * * * * 

It is manifest that the prosperity and welfare of the people 
of this Territory will advance, under State institutions, far be- 
yond what can be realized in a Territorial condition. 

This legislature respectfully requests of Congress such leg- 
islation as will enable the people of the Territory to form a con- 
stitution and State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the union of the United States of America on an. 
equal footing with the original States thereof; and that such 
legislation may embrace ample and gratuitous grants to such 
State government by the Federal government of the lands of 
the latter lying within the Territory, for the support of com- 
mon schools, for the erection at the capital of the State of. public 
buildings for judicial and legislative purposes, or to promote the 
construction of such buildings; also for the erection of a peni- 
tentiary or State prison; the donated lands and the proceeds 
thereof to be employed as the legislature of such State govern- 
_ment may direct in respect to the support and conduct of schools 
and the erection or construction of such judicial, legislative, and 


38 REPORT OF HOUSE COMMITTEE. 


- peniténtiary buildings, and that such legislation may further 
provide that a proper per centum of the proceeds of the sales of 
all public lands lying within said State shall be sold by the 
United States subsequent to the admission of said State into the 
Union, after deducting all expenses incident to the same, shall 
be donated and paid to the said State for the purpose of making 
and improving public “roads, constructing ditches or canals, to 
effect a general system of irrigation of the agricultural land in 
the State as its legislature shall direct. 

Governor Warren, of Wyoming, in his report to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior in 1886, thus refers to’ the geographical 
position, agricultural and mining resources, and possibilities of 
the Territory : 

«The Territory of Wyoming is bounded by Montana on 
the north, by Dakota and Nebraska on the east, by Colorado 
and Utah on the south, and by Montana, Idaho and Utah on 
the west, and is embraced between the forty-first and forty-fifth 
parallels of latitude and between the twenty-seventh and the 
thirty-fourth meridians of longitude west from Washington ; 
contains an area of about 100,000 square miles, being 365 miles 
in length from east to west and 275 miles in width from north 
to south, or nearly that, and comprises a total of some 64,000,000 
acres, as shown by the records of the surveyor general’s office 
of the Territory. Thus the area of Wyoming in square miles, 
is nearly as large as all of the six New England States and the 
State of Indiana combined, and nearly 3,000 square miles larger 
than the two great States of Iowa and Ohio. 

“Wyoming’s geographical position on the continent, in re- 
lation to all those natural advantages and industrial resources, 
climate, rock, timber, minerals, grazing, agricultural, and trans- 
portation by the great central line of railroad connecting the 
two oceans, with other east and west trunk lines in progress and 
in prospect, is equal, if not superior, to any other Territory or 
commonwealth within our national borders. From the Atlantic 
ocean to the east line of Wyoming, along the forty-first parallel 
of latitude, which bounds the southern border of the Territory, 
is a distance of about 2,000 miles, and from the west line of 
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Wyoming along the same parallel of latitude to the Pacific 
ocean is a distance of some 800 miles. Thus it will be observed 
that the geographical position of Wyoming is unexceptional. 
It has a rich agricultural State, Nebraska, joining it on the east, 
and the mining, farming, and grazing State of Colorado on the 
south, while the northern line of the Territory is within about 
50 miles of the Northern Pacific Railroad, at its nearest point, in 
Montana, on the north. 

“Salt Lake City, the great midway town between Omaha 
and San Francisco, is only roo miles west of Wyoming’s 
western limit.” i 

IRRIGATION IN THE TERRITORY. 
The Rawlins Journal thus refers to the progress made in 
reclaiming arid lands in the Territory pi Wyoming by means of 
irrigation : i 

«A twenty-five years’ residence in and acquaintance with 
Wyoming convinces us that the valleys of the Platte, Snake, 
Laramie, Powder, Big Horn, Medicine Bow, and other large 
streams are very easily irrigated, while the soil, especialy of the 
bench lands, is very rich, producing more grain to the acre, 
which weighs heavier in the measured bushel than grain grown 
on the best lands in any eastern State. The well known firm of 
Coe & Carter, of Omaha, have all the surveys made and will in 
the early spring begin work on a ditch taking water out of the 
Upper Platte, near the mouth of Brush Creek, in this county, 
that will irrigate and bring under cultivation a scope of country 
fifteen miles wide by thirty-five miles in length. 

“Still another company of eastern capitalists have a prelim- 
inary survey of a ditch from the mouth of Big Creek, on the 
Platte, to this city, the estimated cost of which is $1,000,000, 
and the amount of land to be reclaimed is 1,000,000 acres. 
Ditches have been taken out of Snake River by the Douglas 
Company, which reclaim several thousand acres of splendid 
lands. All this is in Carbon County, which is considered the 
barren county of the Territory; the counties of Laramie, Al. | 
bany, Converse, Crook, Johnson, Fremont and Sheridan being 
admitted agricultural counties. That a very large area of Wyo- 
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‘ming-is susceptible of, irrigation and cultivation there can be no 
possible doubt in the mind of any person acquainted with the 


“Territory. We predict that in five years time the purely agri- 
cultural population of the Territory will be nearly twice as: 


large as the whole population at the present date. Therefore 
give us a State.” 


The Denver Republican in a recent issue published an in-: 


terview with Mr. George L. Aggers, who had just visited the 


oil fields of Wyoming, from which the following extracts are : 


taken : 

«I have been interested in the Wyoming oil fields for over 
five years and never felt more sanguine than I do now over the 
great future before that country. There never has been any 
doubt in my mind that oil existed there in large quantities, and 
the development of the past three years has proved that I was 
right. The only question has been, ‘How will we get it to 
market?” and that question is now satisfactorily answered by the 
number of railroads building into the country. 

“The Chicago and Northwestern is already completed and 
runs a daily train to Casper, on the Platte River, and the Bur- 
lington and Missouri has a force of men surveying and laying 
out their road up the North Platte, being at present at work 
about 20 miles west of Fort Laramie. I think, from appear- 
ances, it is their intention to emulate the recent action of the 
cable company of this city and steal a march on the Northwest- 
ern, thereby securing the right of way up Casper Creek from 
the town of Casper and right through the oil country. They 
have already outgeneraled the Northwestern on the route 
to Buffalo, and when I passed through there they had 
alarge force of men and about one thousand teams at work 
- near Fort Robinson. From that point the Burlington and Mis- 
souri is building a road in a northwesterly direction through the 
northeastern corner of the new county of Converse and thence 
through the rich farming country lying around Buffalo. 

“At Casper, the new oil town at the end of the North- 
western, everything is booming. The lots have been sold and 
many substantial buildings are going up. By spring that town 
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will have a population of over 2,000 souls, and will be the head- ' 
quarters and supply point for that whole oil country. People 
are coming in there every day from the east and going from 
there by team to the oil fields around Ervay’s. While I was 
there a party of eastern capitalists arrived from Omaha on a 
special car and went on up to look the oil country over, with a 
view of buying up a large body of land and putting i in drilling 
machinery, as they realize that petroleum is the fuel of the fu- 
tufe, and they expect to ship it into Denver, Omaha, and all the 
large towns and cities of the west. 

“The Burr well, at the mouth of Poison Spider Creek, has 
resumed work, as has also the well of the Chicago and North- 
western company, which is being put down near Ervay’s ranch. 
An immense amount of assessment work has been done the 
past summer through that whole country, many of the compa- 
nies and individual owners improving the roads and applying it 
as assessment on their claims, so that now the finest roads in the 
Territory are through the Rattlesnake district. 

«The coal mines at Glen Rock are worked to their fullest 
capacity, and are shipping twenty-five cars per day from the 
mines, but can not get men and ears enough to supply the de- 
mand. As the railroad builds farther west all the coal lands 
along the Casper Creek and south forks of Powder River will 
be opened, and the coal industry alone will cut no slight figure 
in Wyoming’s prosperity. 

“Yes, Wyoming has a great facut before it, and the time 
is not far distant when a railroad will be built from Denver 
north into the Territory, through the beautiful Platte Valley, 
tapping the oil and coal fields of the Rattlesnake district, up 
through the timber and agricultural lands of the Big Horn, and 
on through to Butte, Mont., thus giving Wyoming an outlet to 
the coast with Denver as the central shipping point for that 
whole country.” 

* * # * * * * % 

Your committee respectfully submit that the facts herein 
stated, taken from: official reports, and the exhaustive statements 
made before the committee by the Delegates from A Azona, 
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Idaho, and Wyoming (Messrs. Smith, Dubois, and Carey), 
printed herewith, fully establish the claims of the respective 
Territories to statehood. l 

The committee therefore report the bill back without 
amendment, and recommend that it pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


BY GOVERNOR WARREN. 


FELLow CITIZENS: You have been_ pleased to induct me 
into the service of the people of Wyoming, as your chief execu- 
tive officer, with marked and imposing ceremony; and, for this» 


I am truly grateful; but, if I understand the genius of this meet- .-. 


ing and demonstration, you have assembled less to honor the 
` individual, and more to pay tribute to a principle, and celebrate 
our material progress—to show our appreciation of home rule, 
and to hail coming statehood. 

As long ago as 1856 an important movement was com-* 

menced to establish that of right all legislative, executive and 
judicial officers of a territory should be selected from actual resi- 
dents thereof, but like all other reforms; it encountered deter- 
mined resistance. 
It was the young and sparsely settled territories without 
_ actual representation against the powerful, populous, and ably 
represented states. After continued effort and agitation on the 
part of its advocates there was developed among the people a 
powerful sentiment that an American should in every section of 
his country be entitled to home rule. 

Recognizing this, in June of last year, the delegates of one 
of the great political parties of our country in convention assem- 
bled declared as an essential part of their platform the following: 

“The government by congress of the territories is based 
upon necessity only to the end that they become states in the 
union; therefore, whenever the conditions of population, mate- 
rial resources, public intelligence and morality are such 
as to insure a stable local government therein, the people 
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of such territories should be permitted as a right inherent in 
them to form for themselves constitutions and state govern- 
ments, and be admitted into ‘the union. Pending the prepara- 
tion for statehood all officers thereof should be selected from the 
bona fide residents and citizens of the Territory wherein they 
are to serve.” 

These declarations, thus made, were so emphatic and sin- 
cere, and so well received by the American people, that they be- 
came mandatory upon congress and both political parties have 
joined in advancing the territories. 

The president has stood firmly upon the platform. He has 
nominated for officers, in the several territories, only actual resi- 
dents therein, and has shown a disposition to aid the territories 
toward statehood. It is evident that the government is willing 
for Wyoming, to enter the union of states, and a bill to that 
effect has been favorably reported by the committees in both 
houses and was pending in the last congress at the time of ad- 
journment. The people of this territory cannot too highly com- 
mend their representative in congress, whose untiring efforts 
and valued services have confributed much toward securing this 
result, 

It is now time to inquire : Do we, the citizens of Wyoming, 
desire statehood? And, if so, shall we, as a people, ask for 
early admission? To better enable us tp reach a conclusion it is 
necessary to determine , whether e will be attended by 
an increase in taxation. This can be readily ascertained by a 
comparison of the addition to our public revenues resulting from 
admission with the amount now paid by the United States to- 
ward the territorial government. There need be no increase in 
the public expenses now annually provided for by our legisla- 
ture and congress. The surveyor general and other land offi- 
cers, United States marshal, United States attorney, United 

States judges, senators and members of congress will, after ad- 
mission be paid by the United States, so there remains only the 
state judiciary, governor, secretary and: legislative expenses to 
provide for in addition to those now ‘paid for from the territorial 

treasury. Taking the last six annual appropriations for’ Wyo- 
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ming, which cover the period from 1884 to June 30, 1890, the 
federal government will have paid to the territory an average * 
of $25,650 per annum. The expenditure of this amount, even 
in the entire absence of any additional revenug, would increase 
our taxation only about eight tenths of a mill on the dollar. 
During the year 1888 we were assessed for a special purpose— 
the building of a capitol—two and one-half mills, and for 188ọ 
it will be about the same for similar purposes; but this will be 
discontinued as unnecessary hereafter, so that without additional 
income we can have a state government as comprehensive as 
the territorial system, under which the people will be permitted 
to govern and regulate their own affairs, and be fully repre- 
sented in congress with all the resulting benefits, with a tax of 
one and seven-tenths mills less than that levied last year. 


There will be, however, an increased revenue coming with 
statehood, according to the law providing for admission. The 
state of Wyoming will, after date of admission, receive five per 
cent. of the net receipts from all sales of UnitedfStates lands 
within her borders, which will continue until all such lands are 
sold. And the revenue from this source, predicated upon the re- 
ceipts for the past four years, will amount to something over $17,- 
ooo annually. This will be greatly augmented by the income from 
622,000 acres of land, which by the terms proposed is accredited 
to Wyoming for eventual sale and benefit, and this latter is.in 
addition to the school sections and university lands heretofore 
set apart. The rental of this state land, together with our per- 
centage from sales of government land, will surely amount to 
more than the sum we now receive from the United States in 
aid of the territorial government. .Besides this we will receive 
alarge sum as rental from the school and university lands not 
heretofore available. 


The lands granted to us, estimated at the value placed upon 
them by congress in the proposed law, amount to $3,500,000 in 
special appropriations, $33,330,000 in: school sections, $460,800 
in special university lands, and $830,400 in ‘school lands now 
withdrawn in government reservations, making a total of 
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$38,121,200; the title to all of which passes to the state from the 
national governmennt upon admission to the union. 

' Itis perhaps true that the valuation in this proposed law is 
is excessive, but to cover possible shrinkage we have by the 
terms of the same*bill a further grant of the United States pen- 
itentiary and the fish hatchery already erected at Laramie, with 
all lands necessary for their maintenance and a cash appropria- 
tion of $20,000 to defray all expenses of the change from terri- 
torial to state government. 

If the receipts of this great patrimony, which the aaa 
government proposes bequeathing to us, are, properly guarded, 

-they will afford ample revenue for all the publie institutions, and 
will educate the children of the state for all time to come. At 
a yearly rental of 1 per cent. per acre, these lands will produce 
an annual income of one and one half times, or if rented on the 
basis of 5 per cent. interest on a valuation of fifty cents an acre, 
will produce more than three times as much as congress now 
appropriates for our government. 

It being granted then that the law which admits us to state- 
hood will fully provide in revenue for all deficiencies, occasioned 
by the change, there can be no objection on the score of econ- 
omy. We surely need have no more officers nor higher sala- 
ries as a state than as a territory. Our citizens will be more 
patriotic in their service for a beloved commonwealth than in 
their service for adependency of the national government. They 
will assume and meet all responsibilities and until growth and 
a denser population shall make greater expenses necessary, none 

- should be incurred by statehood. In making the foregoing 
computations, the increased revenues, from a rapid growth and 
development, which will surely follow admission, have not been 
considered. l 

Wyoming will be in area the eighth state in the union. 
Her broad acres contain the most extensive oil, coal and iron 
fields of which we have knowledge. Her grazing and farming 
lands are extensive and her other resources are great and diversified. 
Excellent educational, charitable, penal and other buildings have 
been constructed. The moral and financial condition of the ter- 
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ritory is good, and there is less illiteracy than in any other po- 
litical division of the union. Our vote increased about 25 per 
cent from 1886 to 1888, and we-have at present a population 
‘larger than many of the legislative states when admitted—more 
than double that of Alabama, Mississippi, Ohio, Oregon, Illi- 
nois, and ‘other states—and as state government will not increase, 
‘but rather decréase taxation, there remains no possible objection 
to statehood. This being true, and there being many advan- 
tages in local government, let us have statehood! 

Our western neighbor, Idaho, is already moving for a con- 
stitutional convention to be held on the 4th of July next, and, if . 
it be your desire that early action be taken for Wyoming I shall 
be ready to co-operate with you in emerging from dependence 
and rising to independence. 

Whether Wyoming’s entrance into the union be hastened 
by fortuitous circumstances or be retarded by events beyond 
our control, whether statehood come in 1890 or be deterred two 
years hence; in any event there are certain lines of public 
policy which are essential to the prosperity and-advancement of 
our citizens and should be kept constantly in view. The future , 
of the territory isin a large measure in the hands of those who 
are already within her borders, and while I cannot outline in 
detail a policy conducive to our future welfare, there are certain 
general principles which should be observed. 

‘We have reached a stage in our progress where special leg- 
islation and special subsidies should be not deemed necessary to 
encourage the investment of capital; but instead let us offer strict 
economy in the management of territorial, county and munic- 
ipal affairs, moderate taxation, and perfect protection under our 
laws for every interest on i 

We should deal fairly with all; the settler who is'strug- 
gling for a foothold, the stockman who as the pioneer has paid 
largely of the taxes and has made later settiement of the country 
possible, and who now divides the lands with the farmer; the 
railroads which under proper laws and restrictions so largely 
develop our material interests, the miner, the manufacturer, the 

”laborer and the capitalist—these each and all of them are alike 
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interested in public economy and in creating a sense of safety 
and security, such as can be obtained only by the impartial exe- 
cution of the law. 

There will be no difference of opinion among us in these 
matters except as to the methods of their attainment. It will be 
my endeavor by all proper means to encourage the settlement of 
the territory, the development of its great natural resources and 
the promotion of all its interests in all its districts, equally and 
without favor. 

As your executive I shall try to enforce the laws enacted by 
the representatives of the people. This much is incumbent 
upon me, for I cannot be unmindful of the oath just taken in 
your presence. —Delivered at the Capitol. April 9, 1859. 
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MEMORIAL. 


` BY TENTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Introduced February 7, x887, by Hon. F. W.. Lafrentz.. 


Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Tenth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wyo- 
ming, to memorialize the Congress ofthe United States 
of America, as follows: 

MEMORIAL. i . 

The tenth legislative assembly of the Territory of Wyo- 
ming, in session assembled, respectfully represents to the Con- 
gress of the United States of America the following : 

The organic act of the Territory was approved on the 
twenty-fifth day of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight; the 
organization was completed on the nineteenth day of May, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-nine; as organized the Territory 
.has existed for nearly nineteen years. 

Its coal fields are numerous and extensive, have been 
much worked, and are seemingly exhaustless; its iron, soda and 


oil fields are extensive and rich and are seemingly exhaustless; . 


' its native grasses are various, abundant and highly nutritious; 
contrary to former impression, its capacity for vegetable culture 
is very remarkable, aided by. irrigation. 

‘An extensive system of skilled irrigation has been estab- 
lished, is rapidly increasing and admits of large and indefinite 
expansion. 

In his report to the Secretary of ' the Gaterioe for eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, the then governor ( Warren), stated 
the number of live stock in the territory, consisting of - horned 
cattle, sheep, horses and mules, at three million one hundred 
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thousand head; and their valuation at seventy-five million dol- 
lars; and in his"report to the secretary for eighteen hundred 
and eighty-six, the number as increased, and the value, ‘as ex- 
ceeding seventy-five million dollars; the two years were pe- 
riods of exceptional market depression in live stock values, the 
last much more than the first. ` 


The long, extensive and accurate experience of that gov- 
ernor with the subject, and his sound and practical judgment 
entitle his statements to especial respect. 

The report to the Secretary for eighteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, by the present governor (Moonlight), does not 
state the number or valuation for that year; but it shows im- 
proved methods in the raising of horned cattle are in promising 
progress; and that horse and sheep cultures have become ex- 
tensive, are rapidly increasing, are conducted with superior 
intelligence, and represent large investments and fine breeds. 
The unmistakable ability and intelligence evinced by the report 
render it worthy of full confidence. 


It is plain to ordinary observation, that nature intends Wyo- 
ming for a great railway area of the west division of the conti- 
nent and a great railroad highway for transcontinental traffic. 
The Union Pacific railway traverses the southern belt of the 
territory; another trunk Pacific railway has been completed 
partially across the Territory; and the construction of a third 
has nearly reached its eastern boundary. 

These lines finished, lateralization will follow according to 
the inevitable law of trunk line development. Other and im. 
portant railroads are also operating, and ordinary observation 
can easily foresee that within the next fourth of a century the 
Territory will be gridironed over by a complete railway system. 


A free public and compulsory system of education is well 
advanced here. 


The above data are moderately stated, and prepare the 
mind to accept the estimate of the present population of the 
Territory, which is stated in the governor’s report for eighteen 
hundred and eighty-seven at eighty-five thousand. 
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This assembly confidently accepts the report as correct on 
the subject. 


The federal census for eighteen hundred and eighty accred- 
ited to Wyoming a population of twenty-one thousand seven 
hundred and three. Treating the present population as being 
eighty-five thousand, the annual increase for the period, inter- 


vening June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty . 


and June thirtieth, eigthteen hundred and eighty-eight, is 
seven thousand nine hundred and twelve, at which rate the pop- 
ulation will be one hundred thousand by ene thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-one. 


It is manifest that the prosperity and welfare of the people” 


of this Territory will advance, under state institutions, far be- 
yond what can be realized in a territorial condition, 


This legislature respectfully request of congress such legisla- 
tion as will enable the people of the Territory to form a consti- 
tution and state government, and for the admission of such state 
into the Union of the United States of America on an equal 
footing with the original states thereof; and that such legisla- 
tion may embrace ample and gratuitous grants to such state 
government by the federal government of the lands of--the 
latter, lying within the Territory, for the support of common 


schools, for the erection at the capital of the State of public | 


buildings for judicial and legislative purposes, or to promote the 


construction of such buildings; also for the erection of a peni-. -- 


tentiary or state prison, the donated lands and the proceeds 
thereof, to be employed as the legislature of such state govern- 
ment may direct, in respect to the support and conduct of 
schools, and the erection or construction of such judicial, legis- 
lative and penitentiary buildings, and that such legislation may 
further provide that a proper per centum of the proceeds of the 
sales of all public lands lying within said state, which shall be 
sold by the United States, subsequent to the admission of said 
State into the Union, after deducting all expenses incident to 
the same, shall be donated and paid to the said State for the 
purpose of making and improving public roads, constructing 
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ditches or canals, to effect a general system of irrigation of the 
agricultural land in the State, as its legislature shall direet. 
Resolved, That a duly authenticated copy of the foregoing 
resolution be transmitted to the Govėrnor of the Territory and 
that he stand requested to take proper steps to obtain from Con» 
gress the above desired legislation. 
l L. D. PEASE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN A. RINER, 
i President of the Council. 


